




















































































































































Minimum Property Maintenance Standards 

15-5-2 

(1) Premises. A platted lot or part thereof or unplatted lot or parcel of land or plot of land, 
either occupied or unoccupied by a dwelling or non-dwelling structure and includes any 
such building, accessory structure or other structure thereon. 

(m) Refuse. All putrescible and nonputrescible solids (except body wastes) including garbage, 
rubbish, ashes and dead animals. 

(n) Rubbish. Nonputrescible solid wastes (excluding ashes) consisting or either: 
(1) Combustible wastes such as paper, cardboard, plastic containers, yard clippings and 

wood or 
(2) Noncombustible wastes such as tin cans, glass or crockery. 

Sec. 15-5-3 Prohibition of LiHer, Rubbish or Debris. 

No owner or occupant shall, accumulate or allow the accumulation outside of a building or 
accessory structure of waste matter, litter, refuse, rubbish, lumber, metal scraps, machine parts, 
discarded or non-functioning appliances, accessories, furniture or other material on such property 
which present a blighted appearance on the property or which constitutes a nuisance or which 
tends to decrease the value of neighboring properties. 

Sec. 15-5-4 Housing Appearance. 

(a) Minimum Standards. No person shall occupy as owner-occupant or shall let or hold out 
to another for occupancy, any dwelling or family unit, for the purpose of living therein, or 
own or be in control of any vacant dwelling or dwelling unit which is not safe, clean, 
sanitary, and fit for human occupancy, and which does not comply with the particular 
requirements of the following Subsections. 

(b) Foundations, Exterior Walls and Roofs. No person shall be an owner or occupant of any 
premises which does not comply with the following requirement: 
(1) Every exterior wall shall be free of deterioration, holes, breaks, loose or rotting board 

of timbers. 
(2) Structures that require paint or stain should have paint or stain applied at regular 

intervals to exterior building surfaces. When the building has more than thirty percent 
(30%) deterioration of its finished surface on any wall, that wall shall be painted or 
stained. Such painting and staining shall be completed within ninety (90) days from 
the date of the first application. 

(3) All cornices, moldings, lintels, sills, oriel windows, and similar projections shall be 
kept in good repair and free from cracks and defects which make them hazardous or 
unsightly. 

(4) Roof surfaces shall be tight and have no defects which admit water. All roof drainage 
systems shall be secured and hung properly. 
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(5) Chimneys, antennas, air vents, and other similar projections shall be structurally sound 
and in good repair. Such projections shall be secured properly, where applicable, to 
an exterior wall or exterior roof. 

(c) Grading and Drainage of Lots. Every yard, court, vent passageway, driveway, and other 
portion of the lot on which the building stands shall be graded and drained so as to prevent 
the accumulation of water on any such surface or on adjacent property. Driveways shall 
be maintained in good repair. 

(d) Accessory Structures. All accessory structures shall be maintained in a state of good 
repair and vertical alignment. All exterior appurtenances or accessory structures which 
serve no useful purpose and are in a deteriorated or dilapidated condition, which are not 
economically repairable, shall be removed. Such structures include, but shall not be limited 
to porches, terraces, entrance platforms,· garages, driveways, carports, walls, fences and 
miscellaneous sheds. 

(e) Abandoned Dwellings. The owner of any abandoned dwelling shall: 
(1) Cause all services and utilities to be disconnected from or discontinued to said 

dwelling; 
(2) Lock all exterior doors and windows of said dwelling; 
(3) Maintain such dwelling so that its foundation, floors, windows, walls, doors, ceilings, 

roof, porches and stairs shall be reasonably weathertight, waterproof, rodentproof, 
structurally sound, and in good repair such that they comply with Subsection (b); and 

(4) Maintain the yard and accessory structures such that they comply with Subsections 
(c) and (d). 

(f) Nuisances. The interior and exterior of vacant and abandoned dwellings shall be 
maintained in a nuisance-free condition. 

Sec. 15-5-5 Notice and Remedy. 

(a) Upon determination by the Village Building Inspector of a violation of this Chapter, the 
Village shall notify the owner and, if different from the owner, the occupant of the premises 
of such violation. 

(b) The notice shall specify the nature of the violation, the required correction and a reasonable 
time, not to exceed thirty (30) days, to correct the violation. The notice shall be served 
upon the person or persons named personally or by certified mail addressed, postage paid, 
to the last known address of such person or persons. 

(c) The person so notified shall have the right to appeal the decision of the Building Inspector 
to the Village Board within thirty (30) days of the date of notice. 

(d) If, upon expiration of the time given for correction of a violation and time for any appeal 
therefore, such correction is not made, the Village Building Inspector shall file an action 
in the name of the Village in the Circuit Court for Dane County, Wisconsin, in accordance 
with the provisions of Chapter 823, Wis. Stats., as amended from time to time. 
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Sec. 15-5-6 Other Methods Not Excluded. 
Nothing in this Chapter shall be construed as prohibiting the abatement of public nuisance by the 
Village of Dane or its officials in accordance with the laws of the State of Wisconsin or Village 
ordinances. 

Sec. 15-5-7 Cost of Abatement. 

In addition to any other penalty imposed by this Chapter for the erection, contrivance, creation, 
continuance or maintenance of a public nuisance, the cost of abating a public nuisance by the 
Village shall be collected as a debt from the owner, occupant or person causing, permitting or 
maintaining the nuisance, and if notice to abate the nuisance has been given to the owner, such 
cost shall be assessed against the real estate as a special charge. 





Chapter 6 

Commercial Property Exterior Maintenance Code 

15·6-1 
15-6-2 
15-6·3 
15-6-4 
15-6·5 

Sec. 15-6-1 

Title 
Intent and Purpose 
Safe, Sanitary and Attractive Maintenance of Property 
Fixing Responsibility of Owners, Operators and Occupants 
Enforcement, Service of Notices and Orders and Hearings 

Title. 
This Chapter shall be known as the Village of Dane Commercial Property Exterior Maintenance 
Code. 

Sec. 15-5-2 Intent and Puropse. 

(a) This Chapter is adopted for the purpose of preserving and promoting the public health, 
safety, comfort, convenience, prosperity, and general welfare of the people of the Village 
and environs. This includes, among others, physical, aesthetic and monetary values. 

(b) It is recognized that there may now be or may, in the future, be commercial buildings, 
structures, yards, or vacant areas and combinations thereof which are so dilapidated, unsafe, 
dangerous, unhygienic, or inadequately maintained so as to constitute a menace to the 
health, safety, and general welfare of the people. The establishment and enforcement of 
minimum commercial property maintenance standards is necessary to preserve and promote 
the private and public interest. 

Sec. 15-6-3 Safe, Sanitary, and Attractive Maintenance 
of Property. 

(a) Purpose. The purpose of this Section is to recognize the private and public benefits 
resulting from the safe, sanitary, and attractive maintenance of commercial buildings, 
structures, yards, or vacant areas. Attractive and well-t;naintained property will enhance the 
neighborhood and Village and provide a suitable environment for increasing physical and 
monetary values. 
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(b) Minimum Requirements. Every owner or operator shall improve and maintain all 
property under their control to comply with the following minimum requirements: 
(1) Drainage. All courts, yards, or other areas on the premises shall be properly graded 

to divert water away from any building or structure. 
(2) Weeds. All exterior property areas shall be kept free from noxious weeds as required 

by this Code of Ordinances. Where weed cutting is required, the Weed Commissioner 
shall perform said weed cutting and process the charge therefor as a special 
assessment against· the benefitted property. 

(3) Debris. All exterior property areas shall be properly maintained in a clean and 
sanitary condition free from debris, rubbish or garbage, physical hazards, rodent 
harborage and infestation, and animal feces. All animal feces shall be removed within 
twenty-four (24) hours. 

(4) Fences, Walks, and Parking Areas. Fences, other minor construction, walks, 
driveways, parking areaS, and similar paved areas shall be properly maintained in a 
safe, sanitary, and substantial condition. Approved walks shall provide all-weather 
access to buildings or structures. 

(5) Exterior Surfaces. Exterior surfaces of buildings and structures not inherently 
resistant to deterioration shall be treated with a protective coating of paint or other 
suitable preservative which will provide adequate resistance to weathering and 
maintain an attractive appearance. Any exterior surface treated with paint or other 
preservative shall be maintained so as to prevent chipping, cracking or other 
deterioration of the exterior surface or the surface treatment and to present an 
attractive appearance. All paint or other preservative shall be applied in a 
workmanlike fashion. 

(6) Yard Areas. Yard areas of real estate shall not be permitted to deteriorate or remain 
in a condition that is not in accord with the following: Yard areas shall be kept in 
a clean and sanitary condition, free from any accumulation of combustible or non­
combustible materials (which are not used as an integral part of the authorized 
business carried out on the premises), debris, or refuse. Unless in a properly zoned 
district and screened by a visual barrier at least five (5) feet high, yards shall not be 
used to store appliances, furnaces, hot water heaters, water softeners, or building 
material not used within five (5) days, or any unsightly bulk items, unless these items 
are raw materials used in the business carried out on the premises. 

(7) General RequIrements. Every foundation, exterior wall, and roof shall be reasonably 
weathertight, watertight, and rodentproof and shall be kept in proper repair and shall 
be capable of affording privacy. Any hazardous sagging or bulging shall be properly 
repaired to a level or plumb position. All chimneys and breeching shall be so 
constructed and maintained so as to· insure that it safely and properly removes the 
products of combustion from the building. 

(8) Windows and Doors. Every window, exterior door, and basement hatchway shall be 
reasonably weathertight, watertight, and rodentproof and kept in proper repair. All 
door and window hardware shall be installed and maintained in proper working 
condition. 
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(9) Outside Stairs and Porches. Every outside stair, every porch, and every 
appurtenance thereto shall be so constructed as to be safe to use and capable of 
supporting the load that normal use· may cause to be placed thereon, and shall be kept 
in proper condition and repair and shall present an attractive appearance. All exterior 
stairs and steps and every appurtenance thereto shall comply with the requirements 
specified in the Wisconsin Administrative Code. 

(10) Removal of Debris. 
a. No person shall dispose of rocks, trees, stumps, waste building material, or other 

debris from land development, building construction, street grading, or installation 
of underground utilities upon the surface of any land in the Village, except at 
approved disposal sites. 

b. No land owner shall allow an accumulation of rocks, trees, stumps, waste 
building material or other debris from land development, building construction, 
street grading, or installation of underground utilities upon the surface of his land 
for a period of more than ten (10) days. 

c. All land filling operations shall be leveled off to permit the mowing of the weeds 
between June 1 and November 1. This includes the removal of stones, bottles, 
wire, and other debris that will interfere with mowing operations. 

,Sec. 15-6-4 Fixing Responsibility of Owners, Operators 
and Occupants. 

Every owner, operator, or occupant of a commercial property, or part thereof, shall maintain that 
portion of the exterior of the property controlled by him. 

Sec. 15-6-5 Enforcement, Service of Notices and Orders 
and Hearings. 

Whenever the Building Inspector determines that there are reasonable grounds to believe that 
there has been a violation of any provision of this Chapter or of any rule or regulation adopted 
pursuant thereto, he shall give notice of such alleged violation to the person or persons 
responsible therefor and commence an enforcement action pursuant to Chapter 5 of this Title. 
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